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been published as they were 3 agencies, the science community, stakeholder communi-completed, beginning in
late 1999 and continuing. ties, and the interagency committee for global change However, the National
Assessment has been conceived as research. These e@orts have contributed to the develop-an ongoing process
to continue beyond the publication of ment of a comprehensive plan for the National the first reports,
eventually also dealing with other global Assessment to involve 20 regions, 5 sectors, and a syn-change-related
issues. thesis, all led by teams of scientists, managers, and other stakeholders who are committed to
understanding the 3 nations vulnerabilities and to identifying the most Elements of the National Assessment
rewarding ways of responding to future change. The National Assessment was designed with a multi-pronged
approach involving regions, sectors, and an overall Driving Questions synthesis. These di@erent elements are
designed to provide perspectives from multiple scales and for di@erent audiences. Each workshop focused on
four central questions: Regional Assessments: 20 regional assessments are 1. What are the current stresses and
issues for the focusing on the issues of most importance at the regional region level across the United States.
Each began with a scoping 2. What are the expected consequences of climate workshop involving an average
of 100 regional partici-change and variability and how will these interact pants in a dialogue about perspectives
and priorities with existing stressors related to global change for that part of the country. Most workshops are...
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