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KF26 . V4 2007m OCLC Number: (OColLC)191105797 Subject: Veterans -- Medical care -- Government policy --
United States. Excerpt: . .. 9 EARLY DISAPPOINTMENTS My husband returned to Hawaii approximately 3 weeks
after he was wounded. At that time, he complained of debilitating headaches, chronic vertigo, memory lapses,
anxiety, and hearing loss. He always leaned to the left, had hand and facial tics, and could not maintain eye
contact when speaking. Two weeks thereafter, some symptoms worsened and new ones emerged. He developed
a significant stutter, had difficulty with word recall, and had a propensity to drop things. It was also at this time
that he began to withdraw socially, avoiding public and busy areas. His time was mostly spent sitting, staring
blankly. My husband is an exceptionally accom-plished and strong individual and it was very hard for me to see
him struggle with simple tasks. After much insistence, he was referred for speech pathology and received
speech cognition therapy once a week. The next mountain to be climbed was to get his vi-sion checked and
then to obtain referral for vestibular and audiology testing. During this time his symptoms persisted, and
although some subsided, they never fully re-solved. After 14 long and frustrating weeks of not being a priority in
the system, after no coordinated plan of care meeting was organized, and after being denied ac-cess to
additional care ( i. e. , occupational therapy ), our request to be referred to the Defense and Veterans Brain
Injury Center ( DVBIC) in San Diego for thorough eval-uation...
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