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American culture that were Vonnegut s major focus and interest and the source of his importance as a major
American writer of the later half of the 20th century. This book is relevant in its attempt to understand, in
Vonneguts novels, how Darwins theory of evolution functions as a cosmogonic myth that is widely accepted in
order to explain why the world is as it is and why things happen as they do, to provide a rationale for social
customs and observances, and to establish the sanctions for the rules by which Vonneguts characters conduct
their lives. Moreover, this book deals with how and why Kurt Vonneguts fiction represents the changing human
image resulting from Darwinism. The author discovered and developed his literary theory of "Evolution as a
Mythology" from the novel Galapagos (Kurt Vonnegut,1985). Mcinnis presausively developed theory suggests
changes to the American (and English) literary landscape with a new and dynamic way to interpret literature,
something the literary field has not seen since since Jean-Francois Lyotard described his ideas on narrative in
his essay, the "Postmodern Condition," published in Critique: Studies in Contemporary Fiction in the early 1980s.
The Table of Contents includes: Acknowledgements Preface Introduction 1. Darwinism, Social Darwinism, and
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