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security while protecting law en-forcement and prosecutorial equities. 5. Denial and deception The Committee
has been deeply concerned about the increase in foreign denial and deception efforts directed against U. S.
intel-ligence collection. Denial and deception refers to efforts to conceal, or mislead with respect to, activities of
interest and concern to U. S. policymakers such as military deployments, development of weap-ons of mass
destruction, and political intentions. Denial and decep-tion threatens the national security by depriving U. S.
policymakers and military leaders of timely and accurate intelligence of threats to U. S. interests. The
Committee held one briefing for Members and a number of staff briefings on denial and deception issues. The
Committee increased funding for activities to counter denial and deception, and has directed actions designed
to focus Intelligence Community resources and management attention on this critical intelligence challenge. 6.
Ballistic missile analysis As discussed elsewhere in this report, a critical threat facing the United States today is
the threat of attack by ballistic missiles bearing nuclear, biological or chemical weapons. The Intelligence
Community has no more serious challenge than to monitor this threat and no more serious responsibility than
to get this analysis right. On September 30, 1999, the Committee held a closed hearing to receive testimony
from the National Intelligence Officer for Stra-tegic and Nuclear Programs on the analysis and findings of a Na-
tional Intelligence Estimate ( NIE ) titled Foreign Missile Develop-ments and the Ballistic Missile Threat to the
United States Through 2015. The NIE concluded that...
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