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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 edition. Excerpt: .iii. 463). Of him Dr. M. Macdonald says: -- The Cavaliers have
avenged themselves on their sturdy opponent, by handing his name down to posterity as a synonym for all that
is insincere, hypocritical, and sanctimonious in speech--a gross injustice to the worthy man, than whom there
was none more honest and singleminded among the public characters of the day (The Covenanters in Moray
and Ross, 1892, p. 13). Dr. Macdonald does not stand alone in his notion that the word cant as a term of
reproach was derived from the surname of the apostle of the Covenant in the north. The notion, however, is
erroneous. Cantare and its Romanic representatives were used contemptuously in reference to church services
as early as 1183 ; while the word cant has been traced back to the thirteenth century. The substantive and its
accompanying verb presumably represent Latin cantus. but the details of the derivation and development of
sense are unknown (Murray s New English Dictionary). | venture to hazard the suggestion that it owes its origin
to the signature of one or more of the Archbishops of Canterbury. Take good Matthew Parker for example. He
sometimes signed his letters as Matthaeus Cantuariensis (Correspondence of Archbishop Parker, Parker Society,
p. 472), sometimes as Matth. Cantuar. (lbid. p. 185), and sometimes as Matth. Cant. (Ibid. p. 270). What could be
more natural than that the disaffected should irreverently appropriate the most abbreviated title of the head of
the...
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