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illustrated. 1873 Excerpt: . . . and followed by three cheers. Then up got the old lady, quite rosy and young,
excited and gay, and said in a clear strong voice, --I give you in return the best of grandchildren, little Kate. |
give you my word the cheer they gave grandma was nothing to the shout that followed these words; for the old
lady led off with amazing vigour, and the boys roared so tremendously that the sedate tabby in the kitchen flew
off her cushion, nearly frightened into a fit. After that, the elders sat with grandma in the parlour, while the
younger part of the flock trooped after Kate all over the house. Fires burned everywhere, and the long-unused
toys of their fathers were brought out for their amusement. The big nursery was full of games, and here Nursey
collected the little ones when the larger boys and girls were invited by Kate to go out and coast. Sleds had been
provided, and until dusk they kept it up, the city girls getting as gay and rosy as Kate herself in this healthy
sport, while the lads frolicked to their hearts content, building snow forts, pelting one another, and carousing
generally without any policeman to interfere or any stupid old ladies to get upset, as at home in the park. A
cosy tea and a dance in the long hall followed, and they were just thinking what they would do next, when Kates
second surprise came. There were two...
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