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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This collection of seven short stories and one long one, Mo-o of the
Kawainui, aGer which the volume is named, represents an experiment in voice, my struggle to express fictively
the complexities of my personal background and upbringing. The first, Crabs, represents my original
breakthrough in voice. It is through the protagonist, Doc Chang, and his crab Chester that I am able to describe
one of the teeming places of my childhood--a place where awe and imagination were alive every morning and
every day--and to hear and see into the darkest, most subterranean places of my life. Despite his withdrawal
from common humanity, the Chinese doctor and his pet crab have taught me to love Hawaii, the place of my
birth, and to accept myself as a human being and to be open to spiritual transformation and renewal. The next
six stories, The Jiro Stories, are about Jiro, a third generation Japanese American boy. His mother is a Mormon,
and Jiro is being raised a Mormon. His religion places a barrier between himself and his local peers, and his
father who has long resisted joining the Mormon church. The boy s struggle is to stand apart from his parents
and even from his peers. What The Jiro Stories leaves out is the native Hawaiian background of Jiro s mother.
This is remedied in Mo-o of the Kawanui. Given away as an infant to be raised by a native Hawaiian family, Jiro
s mother has been taught Hawaiian ways. She knows native herbal remedies and uses them to treat Jiro and
his younger siblings. The spiritual world of the native Hawaiians is real to her, and she tries to...
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