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indexed. Not illustrated. 1828 Excerpt: .into the old limited system of protecting Portugal. If, therefore, a retreat
were actually resolved upon as absolutely necessary, he thought the army should only fall back upon Galicia,
and the strong country about Astorga. But he said, in his reply to the General, that Leon and the two Castiles
(with the exception of La Mancha and the city of Madrid) were the provinces least distinguished for a military,
patriotic, or provincial spirit, in all Spain: the people had been passive during the late events, and had seen their
country occupied successively by the strongest party, and that it was even difficult to blame them; for, living in
open villages, in vast plains, destitute both of arms and of horses, they had neither the means of defence nor
escape. That such a country must of necessity belong to the party which was superior in cavalry: still, that even
there a right feeling was not awanting; the towns were abandoned at the approach of the enemy; not a single
magistrate had been brought over to take the oath of allegiance to the intruder, nor had the French been able
to enlist a single soldier. The other provinces were possessed by the most ardent and determined spirit. There
was no doubt of the people. The government was new, and had hitherto been too numerous to be very active,
but there was hope that that inconvenience would be soon remedied. They are resolute, added Mr Frere, and |
believe...
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