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But the word science is a term so vague and ill-defined that what some people consider to be science is
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science themselves. While those savants who favour a spiritual explanation of life look upon jurisprudence,
philosophy, and even theology as the most necessary and important of sciences, the Positivists consider these
very sciences as childish twaddle devoid of scientific value; and vice versd, sociology, which the Positivists look
upon as the science of sciences, is considered by the theologians, philosophers, and spiritualists as an arbitrary
and useless collection of observations and assertions. But more than this, even in one and the same branch of
philosophy or natural science each system has ardent defenders and equally ardent detractors, equally
competent, yet holding diametrically opposite opinions. Finally, does not each year witness fresh scientific
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