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Existence: The Annual Discourse, Delivered at the Seventy-
Second Annual Meeting of the American Colonization Society,
Held in the First Baptist Church, Washington, Sunday Evening,
January 13, 1889 I will say to the North, Give up; and to the
South, Keep not back; bring my sons from far and my
daughters from the ends of the earth. Isaiah xlii, 6. Mr.
President, Members and Friends of the American Colonization
Society: In accepting your most kind invitation to appear
before you this evening and address you upon the occasion of
the Seventy-Second Anniversary of the founding of the Society,
permit me say, in all true humility, that I am profoundly
conscious that an honor so great should have found a resting
place upon a worthier head than mine. Who am I that I should
stand in the place filled in former years by men, the latchet of
whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose? And yet, that I may
strengthen my heart before entering upon my task, may I
venture to plead in excuse...
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