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Giants, Dr. Philip A. Mackowiak examines the historical record in detail, reconstructing Lincoln s last hours
moment by moment to calculate the odds. That leads him to more questions: What if he had lived? What sort of
neurological function would he have had? What kind of a Constitutional crisis would have ensued? Dr.
Mackowiak, a professor at the University of Maryland School of Medicine, offers a gripping and authoritative
account of 13 patients who took center stage in world history. The result is a new understanding of how the
past unfolded, as well as a sweeping survey of the history of medicine. What was the ailment that drove Caligula
mad? Why did Stonewall Jackson die after having an arm amputated, when so many other Civil War soldiers
survived such operations? As with Lincoln, the author explores the full context of his subjects lives and the
impact of each case on the course of history, from Tutankhamen, Buddha, and John Paul Jones to Darwin,
Lenin, and Eleanor Roosevelt. When an author illuminates the past with state-of-the-art scientific knowledge,
listeners pay attention. Candice Millard s Destiny of the Republic, about the medical malpractice that killed
President James A. Garfield, was a New York Times best seller. And Dr. Mackowiak s previous book, Post-
Mortem: Solving History s Greatest Medical Mysteries, won...
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